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From the Prinicpal 

 The 2015-2016 school year 
has gotten off to a fantastic start!  I want to welcome back all new and 
returning families to Bagby.  Lots of changes took place over the summer.  
One of the most visible additions is our new playground!  Our entire 
community of students, staff, and parents should celebrate the amazing 
collaboration and effort that has resulted in this wonderful new play area at 
Bagby.  Huge thanks to Jill Brigham, Home and School Club Co-President, for 
working in partnership with me throughout last year in order to make this 
project happen!  All 1st-5th grade students have an opportunity to play on the 
new playground.  Kindergarten teachers are able to bring their students to 
play as their schedule permits.   I’ve watched students concentrating hard as 
they make their way up the climbing walls or across other climbing 
structures.  Students are working on balance and upper body strength as they 
have fun playing with friends.  On behalf of all our students, thanks to Home 
and School Club (all of you) for funding such an exciting new addition to 
Bagby’s playground! This year I will be holding Principal Coffee meetings to 
give us a more open forum to share ideas and information.  During informal 
discussions with parents, it sounds like it might be helpful to alternate 
between morning and evening options.  Our first Principal Coffee will be held 
right after student drop off at 8:20 on Friday, Sept. 18th in the staff room.  
Please join me!  Additional day and evening dates and times will be 
announced in future newsletters. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
September 2 
Scholastic Book Fair, Wed-Friday  

September 3 
Annual Ice Cream Social 630p-8p 

Pizza Sales 6p 

September 9 
Back to School Night 6p-745p 
ADULTS ONLY 
Grades K-2 classrooms 6p-645p 
Cafeteria 645p Teacher Introduction 
Grades 3-5 classrooms 7p-745p 
Fall Photos for students  
 

  YEAR BOOK 
PHOTOGRAPHERS NEEDED 
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 
Please contact Dusta Eisenman 
via email to 
Dusta@Eisenman.org 
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From the 
Attendance Office 
Tardies: The first bell 
rings at 8:18am for the 
kids to line up; curriculum 
starts at 8:20am promptly. 
Any student who arrives 
on campus past 8:20am is 
required to come through 
the office to obtain a tardy 
slip.  

Parking The Kinder 
and Cafeteria entry 
circles are for DROP 
OFF only. Do NOT 
leave your car 
unattended. If you 
are running late, 
please park on the 
street and come 
through the office.  

DO NOT park in the 
red zones as it 
creates a safety 
hazard for the kids.  

 

 

Absences  

ALL absences require a 
parent phone call to the 
attendance line at 408-
377-3882 x 2. Do not 
email the teachers as 
this does not guarantee 
accurate reporting. All 
doctor and dental 
appointments require a 
doctors’ note in order 
to have the absence 
excused. Thank you for 
your cooperation.  

CLOSED CAMPUS 

All visitors and volunteers are required 
to sign into the office and obtain a 

visitor sticker PRIOR to accessing our 
campus. You are also required to SIGN 
OUT. This is to ensure the safety of all. 
If you don’t have a sticker visible, you 
will be stopped and asked to return to 

the office.  

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 

MONDAY 

SEPT. 7TH 

NO SCHOOL!! 
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Dear Bagby Parents,  

SBAC Testing Update 

By now you all know that Bagby School and the Cambrian School District have fully implemented the 
Common Core State Standards.  Last spring, we completed the Smarter Balanced Assessment 
System (SBAC) tests in grades three through five. The results of those tests are due out shortly, and I 
wanted to remind you of a few key things  as you receive your individual student reports sometime in 
the month of September. For those of you whose children were in  kindergarten through second 
grade last year, your child did not participate, but you might be interested in reading on to find out 
more about this shift in how we measure the progress our students are making in achieving their 
academic goals.  

Before I dig into the assessment system, I do want to remind you that this is a snapshot of a particular 
point in the school year, and only one indicator that we use to measure student progress. Other 
measures that help us determine our growth include district benchmark tests, end-of-unit tests, and 
other formative and summative assessments that teachers use to measure individual student 
academic progress.  

A Comprehensive Plan for Student Success 

Knowing that public schools are preparing students for the challenges of the future, California has 
developed a comprehensive plan for high-quality teaching and learning in every school. We have a 
long way to go, but our work is well under way, with higher academic standards, more decision-
making in the hands of schools and communities, and more resources dedicated to schools and to 
students with the greatest needs.  

Gradually, we’re providing more support for teachers, more resources for students and more access 
to technology. As a result, exciting changes have begun to take place inside our classrooms. Along 
with reading to follow a story, students are learning to read to cite evidence and draw logical 
conclusions. They are learning to use math to solve real-world problems rather than merely pick out 
the right multiple-choice answer. 

The system-wide changes we have begun are focused on helping students succeed in the long run, 
achieving their dreams of college and a career. They will take considerable time and effort to carry 
out. That’s why the course we’ve set in California is to carefully phase in change as state and local 
capacity grows. 

A New Testing System Built to Help Teachers 

Teachers want to know what students know so they can adjust instruction. Like class assignments, 
tests provide one more way to assess student progress. Because the things we want students to 
know and be able to do have changed, our tests must change as well. 

This past spring, students took part in the first statewide administration of the California Assessment 
of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) for students in grades three through eight and 
grade eleven for the 2014–15 school year. These computer-based tests have replaced the former 
paper-based, multiple-choice assessments in English language arts/literacy (ELA) and math. 
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The tests were an academic check-up, designed to give teachers feedback they need to adjust 
instruction and the tools to improve teaching and learning. The assessments used computer adaptive 
technology to provide more accurate information about individual student performance. And because 
the tests were taken online, information will be available to teachers, schools and school districts on a 
timely basis so it can be used to help students learn. 

Scores: Resetting the System 

Like the new academic standards, the new tests are too fundamentally different from the old exams to 
make any reliable comparisons between old scores and new. In many cases, new textbooks and 
materials have only recently arrived at schools. That’s why this year’s test results will only establish a 
baseline for the progress we expect students to make over time. 

Based on trial runs of some test questions in California and other states, many, if not most,  students 
will need to make significant progress to reach the standards set for math and ELA that accompany 
college and career readiness. 

No student, parent or teacher should be discouraged by scores, which will never be used to 
determine whether a student moves on to the next grade. Rather, the results will provide an 
opportunity to focus on the needs of students and support teachers and schools in their work. 

Patience and Persistence  

California’s new assessment system represents the next step in our comprehensive plan to promote 
high-quality teaching and learning and improve student outcomes. This plan recognizes that 
assessments can play a role in promoting high-quality instruction. 

Teachers in California support these changes because the primary purpose of testing here is to 
support learning, not to impose high-stakes consequences. This approach fits well with California’s 
new system for funding our schools, which recognizes the importance of input of parents, teachers 
and communities themselves. 

In a state as diverse and complex as California, adjustments will always be needed to make lasting 
progress. Patience and persistence will be required to help our schools continue to succeed during 
this time of transition.  

Sincerely,  

Allison White 
Bagby Principal 
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MUSIC NOTES  

Did you know that all of our TK-5th grade students get weekly general music instruction during the school day? 
Did you also know that the upper elementary grades can join the after-school district choir and band program? If 
you would like more information on the fabulous Cambrian Elementary Music Program and the musical 
opportunities that await your child this coming school year, please do the following: 

  

1.      Go to your school website (e.g., www.cambriansd.org/bagby) 
2.      Click on PROGRAMS, then click on MUSIC, which will take you directly to our music page. 

  

The Cambrian Elementary Music Team is looking forward to another musical year. We thank you for all your support and we 
encourage you and your child to PLAY ON! 

 

ART VISTA  
Art Vistas Volunteers (Docents) Needed: 

• No artist experience required!!  Art Vistas is a hands-on art program created to keep art in the classroom. This is 
an easy and rewarding way to spend time in your child’s classroom once a month . . . 

• All notes and instructions are provided and all the supplies will be set up and waiting for you – you just show up 
and present it to the class! 

Art Vistas Clay Helper:    

• We are looking for someone to assist the AV Coordinator in the preparation of the clay projects.  No previous 
clay experience required (the AV Coordinator will be with you).   The timing is very flexible and can work 
around your schedule. 

Want to help?…  Any questions?…  Please email:  Karina Briceno -  bagbyartvistas@gmail.com  

 BAGBY GEAR 
Welcome back, Bagby students and families!  Looking for Bagby Gear?  We have it!  But, not quite yet! 😜😜 Due to an 
unforeseen mix-up, it won't be available until September 3rd. I will be sending out order forms as soon as we are up and 
running and, of course, it will be available for purchase at the Ice Cream Social on September 3. Come see us!  
Amy Dale  
Amycarterdale@gmail.com 
Bagby Gear Chair 
 

 
   

  Page 5 of 9 
   

 

http://www.cambriansd.org/bagby
mailto:bagbyartvistas@gmail.com
mailto:Amycarterdale@gmail.com


From the HSC President 

 
Welcome to the 2015-2016 school year Bagby Families! It is exciting to start off the new school year with a new 
playground!  Thanks to the generosity of the Bagby community, the Home and School Club (HSC) was able to fully 
fund it. Last spring, the students selected the playground equipment. It is wonderful to see a tangible representation 
of your donations.  The students are loving it! Thanks to all of you for helping to make it happen! 
 
School just started and the HSC committees are already hard at work. The Giving Campaign is already underway. This 
is our largest fundraiser of the year and pays for more than half of the programs and events at Bagby.  The goal is to 
have as many people participate in the Giving Campaign as possible.  We recognize that every family is different and 
encourage you to give whatever amount is best for your family.  Your donation is greatly appreciated.  
 
On, Thursday September 3, 6:30-8pm, come to Bagby to enjoy free ice cream and shop at the Book Fair.  The Ice 
Cream Social Committee is preparing for this super fun and free event! Scoopers are still needed and you can sign up 
at  - http://goo.gl/KQbTcC 
 
The Book Fair runs from Wednesday, September 2nd – Friday, September 4th.  All proceeds from the Book Fair go 
towards the 5th grade science camp. Fifth grade families can sign up to volunteer at http://goo.gl/cujpYv .  Planning 
for the Book Fair began in early August and volunteers are needed to make it happen.  
 
The rest of our committees are preparing for the year and they need you to help make it a success.  Join us at our first 
Home and School Club meeting on Tuesday, September 1st from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. and stop by the Volunteer Fair at the 
Ice Cream Social Wednesday, September 9th to learn more about how you can get involved. Everyone is encouraged to 
get involved and be an active member of our amazing parent volunteer community!    
 
Looking forward to another great year! 
 
Go Barracudas, 
 
Jennifer Malutta and Jill Brigham 
Home and School Club co-presidents 
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 Mileage Club News 

We are hoping to start Mileage Club in 
September but need more parent 
volunteers.  Mileage Club is an exercise 
incentive program which encourages 
students to run, jog, or walk around the 
Bagby field during lunch recess.  It is a 
great way to motivate the students to 
exercise.  Mileage Club runs on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 12:00-12:40 
p.m.  We need parents to help disperse 
and mark lap cards.  It is a fun activity and 
takes only an hour of your time.  You can 
choose to help either Monday, 
Wednesday, or Friday, or to be on our 
substitute list.  For more information or to 
sign up, please contact Sue Ann Lee 
(sueannlee@sbcglobal.net).   

 

 
 

 

 

Bagby Families Come on 
out for our Annual 

Ice Cream Social and 
Book Sale 

Thursday September 3rd 
6:30-8:00 pm 

We need volunteers 
needed to scoop, shake and 

spray. 
 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c49aea72caa8-
icecream1 

 
 
 

 
 

Welcome Back! This year Bagby will again be 
collecting Box Tops coupons to raise money for our 
school. Did you know we could raise thousands of 
dollars just by clipping and submitting Box Tops? 
These coupons can be found on hundreds of 
participating products that your family probably uses 
every day. All you need to do is clip them out, pop 
them in a baggie, and send them to class with your 
child! 
There will be an end of the year party for the top 
earning classroom, as well as monthly prizes for the 
class leading the pack, so keep your eyes open for 
those coupons. 
Happy Clipping! 
Courtney Smith-Unger 
Volunteer Coordinator for Box Tops for Education 
 

 
 

 

 

 

ON TUESDAY, SEPT 15, 2015, FROM 
6:30AM TO 9:30AM, ALL 243 OF THE 
GREATER BAY AREA MCDONALDS 

RESTAURANTS WILL PROVIDE A FREE 
EGG MCMUFFIN, APPLE SLICES & 1% LOW 

FAT MILK PER STUDENT,K-8, 
ACCOMPANIED BY A PARENT IN 

RESTAURANT ONLY. 
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  Book Fair  

Welcome back Bagby Families! 

We are very excited about the Scholastic Book Fair which will be open from Wednesday, 
September 2nd, through Friday, September 4th.  This is a great opportunity to add to your 
book collection, purchase books for your teacher’s wish list, or donate a few dollars to 
help purchase books for the Bagby Library.  

Cash, check and credit card will be accepted.  Come shop our awesome book sale in the 
Cafeteria!   

BOOK FAIR HOURS  

Wednesday, September 2nd - open 1:15pm - 4:00pm 

Thursday, September 3rd - open 2:15pm - 4:00pm AND 5:30pm - 8:00pm during our 
Pizza and Ice Cream Social event*** 

Friday, September 4th - open 2:15pm - 4:00pm 

****Don’t miss our big Welcome Back Pizza and Ice Cream Social Event on Thursday 
evening, September 3rd!  Browse and shop the Book Fair, buy a pizza dinner, and then 
head over to the Ice Cream Social for some FREE dessert!   

PIZZA AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL HOURS 

Thursday, September 3rd - 5:30pm to 8:00 pm Book Fair open 

 6:00pm Pizza sale opens 

 6:30pm to 8:00pm free Ice Cream open 

Thank you for supporting our 5th graders and our school, 

5th Grade Fundraising Committee 
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Volunteers Needed  

Calling all awesome 5th grade parents AND awesome 5th 
graders!  

Please sign up for a shift or two to help our 5th graders fundraise for 5th grade science 
camp fees. 

We are in need of volunteers to help set up, staff, and tear down the Scholastic Book Fair 
that runs from September 2nd to September 4th.  Shifts are in varying lengths and on 
various days all week, so there will be something that can fit your schedule. Sign up your 
5th grader too!  There are ample helper shifts that they will be able to fill. 

In addition to our Book Fair, 5th graders will also be selling pizza at our Welcome Back Ice 
Cream Social event on Thursday, September 3rd.  Go Team 5th GRADE!  

Click here to sign 
up:  www.SignUpGenius.com/go/70A094BAEAC2F4-scholastic 
(copy and paste the URL if it does not open) 
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